
MICHIGAN GENERAL CORPORATION STATUTE (EXCERPT)
Act 327 of 1931

450.172 Educational foundations; colleges, establishment.
Sec. 172. (a) Educational corporations of class (w) as defined in section 171 of this act shall have authority

to establish and conduct general colleges for furnishing higher learning and to confer such degrees and honors
as shall be approved by the state board of education prior to the filing of articles of incorporation; and the
term “college” as herein used shall be construed to include any college, university or other institution where
the arts, sciences, professions and higher learning are taught and degrees and honors therein conferred. Such
colleges may also include preparatory schools as commonly understood;

(b) Educational corporations of class (x), as defined in section 171, shall have authority to establish and
conduct junior colleges, seminaries, academies or preparatory schools, as determined and approved by the
state board of education, but not general colleges or universities as defined in subsection (a) hereof;

(c) Educational corporations of class (z) as defined in said section 171 shall embrace such schools,
academies, or colleges as have been heretofore founded under Act 135, Public Acts 1899, known thereunder
as “Ursuline academies”; those founded under Act 121, Public Acts 1915, and known thereunder as
“ecclesiastical seminaries”; those founded under Act 28, Public Acts 1901, and known thereunder as
“Evangelical Lutheran deaf mute institutions”; those founded under Act 135, Public Acts 1867, known as
“industrial and charitable schools”; those organized under paragraph (c), subdivision 1, chapter 2, part 4, of
Act 84, Public Acts 1921, and such other schools, colleges and institutions of like character and purpose as
may be formed under any law of this state for educational purposes shall have all the rights, powers,
privileges and immunities enjoyed under its act of incorporation and without regard to the classification made
in this act, and upon complying with the provisions hereof shall have such additional rights, powers,
privileges and immunities as are conferred hereunder according to the classifications prescribed in this act:
Provided further, That any corporation heretofore formed under Act 359, Public Acts 1913, and known
thereunder as “kindergarten institutions” shall hereafter be classified under class (x) of sections 171 and 172
of this act: Provided further, That any corporation of class (z) hereafter organized under this act may enjoy the
privileges provided under classes (w), (x) and (y) of section 171, on condition that it satisfies the requirements
set up for corporations of these respective classes.

(d) Educational corporations of class (y) as defined in section 171 shall have authority to establish and
conduct colleges or universities of a graduate rank with programs of studies of 5 years or more.

History: 1931, Act 327, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;Am. 1939, Act 162, Eff. Sept. 29, 1939;Am. 1943, Act 160, Imd. Eff. Apr. 17, 1943
;CL 1948, 450.172;Am. 1958, Act 147, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958.

Compiler's note: Act 135 of 1899, Act 121 of 1915, Act 28 of 1901, Act 135 of 1867, and Act 359 of 1913, referred to in this
section, were repealed by § 10134 of the Compiled Laws of 1929. Act 84 of 1921, also referred to in this section, was repealed by Act
327 of 1931.

For transfer of certain powers and duties vested in the department of career development or its director, relating to powers and duties
of state board of education or superintendent of public instruction to the department of labor and economic growth, see E.R.O. No.
2003-1, compiled at MCL 445.2011.

Former law: See section 3 of Ch. II of Part IV of Act 84 of 1921, as amended by Act 267 of 1929, being CL 1929, § 10103.
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